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E Newsletter

Welcome to 2018, NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY (MIDLAND ANCESTORS)
Mee ngs : 1st Monday of the month at 7:30 pm unless First Monday is a Bank Holiday, then second Monday

There is a free car park at the side of the centre and ample on street parking in Harpﬁelds Road and Flash
Lane.
We are asked though to avoid parking in Vicarage Lane which is adjacent to the building since it is narrow
& diﬃcult for residents

Dates for
the diary
2018

9th April
Research
Evening

14th May
Bagnall, Stanley,
Stockton Brook with
Neil Collingwood

4th June
Research
Evening

LOST MEMORIALS

More and more churches and chapels are being lost or turned into restaurants or residen al proper es
so this begs the ques on were do the memorials go?
Are they taken to the mother church?
Are they le with the property ?
Are they dumped into a skip?
Can you spare a li le me to photograph the memorial located inside churches, chapels etc.
If you feel you can help please email me and I will let you know which churches/chapels need to have
their memorials photographed near you.

robecarter@hotmail.com

BORDER HISTORY
It is with considerable regret that an announcement has been made that Border History has been wound up. At a mee ng on
31 January 2018 of representa ves of the various socie es and bodies who have been ac ng collec vely as Border History it
was decided to take this step. In recent years falling a endance at annual Fairs has raised concern, but the ul mate decision
was based upon the absence of any volunteers to act as chairman, secretary, treasurer and fair organiser.

Staﬀordshire History Day: New Developments in Staﬀordshire History
A collabora on between Staﬀordshire & Stoke on Trent Archive Service, Keele University and the Centre
for West Midlands History at the University of Birmingham
A full programme for the day is not currently available.
Venue: Entrust HQ, Riverway Centre, Riverway, Staﬀord ST16 3TH
Date: Saturday 28 April 2018
Time: 10.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m.
Admission: Tickets £25 per person, including lunch and refreshments. Must be booked in advance
through Staﬀordshire Record Oﬃce to avoid disappointment. If making payment online subsequently,
please quote code SHD18.
Parking: free onsite parking.

Free One-to-One Family History Help Sessions
Help with the online resource Find My Past. A short training session on ﬁnding and using Staﬀordshire
records, with opportunity to ask ques ons.
Venue: Staﬀordshire Record Oﬃce
Date: Fridays at 1.30 p.m.
Admission: Sessions are free by advance booking only. Please telephone Staﬀordshire Record Oﬃce
on 01785-278373 to reserve your cket.

This is the book which has come from the project in which we par cipated cataloguing the
correspondence between our two local Boards of Guardians and the Poor Law Commission
and the Local Government Board. Julie Bagnall and David Jackson contributed ar cles
which given the number of people involved in the whole project is a considerable achievement.
Available through Amazon etc at £10.99 for a paperback copy.

Thoroton Society Record Series
Thoroton Society Record Series Volume 47 (2017). The Welbeck Atlas: William Senior’s maps of the
estates of William Cavendish, Earl of Newcastle, 1629-1640 edited by Stephanos Mastoris with an
interac ve digital ﬂashcard edited by Andrew Nicholson

The Welbeck Atlas contains maps surveyed between 1629 and 1640 for
Newcastle’s proper es in No nghamshire (19 maps), Derbyshire (27),
Staﬀordshire (9), Northumberland (20),Gloucestershire (3) and Somerset (3).
Together these cover over 106,000 acres of land and provide an important
primary source for local historians and archaeologists of the coun es involved
as well as for genealogists and cartographic historians.
This record Series edi on incorporates two elements. Firstly this book contains
a detailed Map Catalogue lis ng the names of all villages, ﬁelds and commons
recorded on each map as well as the names of their tenants. This is prefaced
by a scholarly introduc on by the editor, Stephanos Mastoris, illustrated by over sixty colour plates of
details from the maps.
Secondly, a digital set of full colour reproduc ons of the maps is provided on an interac ve USB ﬂashcard
at the end of the volume. All images are capable of being enlarged on screen to any desired scale.
Priced at £29.50
Email: sales@thorotonsociety.org.uk

Rodney "Gipsy" Smith MBE (31 March 1860 – 4 August 1947)
Rodney Smith was born in a Romani bender tent in Epping Forest, six miles northeast of London.
Today the site is marked with a large, commemora ve stone in the woods near Waterworks Corner,
Woodford Green. Smith received no educa on, and his family made a living selling baskets, nware,
and clothespegs. His father, Cornelius (1831-1922), and his mother, Mary (Polly) Welch (c18311865), provided a home that was happy in their vardo. Smith was a child when his mother died from
smallpox near Baldock in Her ordshire. She is buried in the nearby churchyard of St Nicholas church
in Norton, now part of Letchworth Garden City. Cornelius Smith was later buried with her. The Smith
children numbered four girls and two boys (Rodney was the fourth child).
Aged 16, Rodney’s conversion came as a result of a combina on of various factors; the witness of his father, hearing Ira Sankey
sing and a visit to the home of John Bunyan in Bedford all contributed. He taught himself to read and write and began to pracce preaching. He would sing hymns to the people he met and was known as "the singing gypsy boy."
At a conven on at the Chris an Mission (later to become The Salva on Army) headquarters in London, William Booth no ced
the Gypsies and realized the poten al in young Smith. On 25 June 1877 Smith accepted the invita on of Booth to be an evangelist with and for the Mission. For six years (1877–1882) he served on street corners and mission halls.
Rodney was married on 17 December 1879 to Annie E. Pennock, one of his converts. It was from this marriage that Rodney
and Annie had three children, two boys and one girl. Albany Rodney, the eldest, became a Chris an later in life and eventually
followed in his father's footsteps and became an evangelist in the United States.
Rodney and Annie served in several assignments and saw membership rise to hundreds, then a thousand. By June 1882, great
crowds were coming and the work was growing. A gold watch was given to him and about £20.00 was presented to his wife by
the warm-hearted members of a local congrega on. Acceptance of these gi s was a breach of the rules and regula ons of The
Salva on Army, and for this he was dismissed from the organiza on.
He con nued to preach in Hanley, however, but in 1893, a er conduc ng evangelis c services for a me at Hull, made a brief
visit to Sweden. Returning to Hanley, he remained there un l 1886 when he resigned to resume evangelis c work, being engaged in these labours un l the end of 1888. Early in 1889 he visited the United States, conduc ng services in various ci es,
returning to England later in the same year and becoming connected with the Manchester Mission.
In 1891 he again visited the United States. In 1892 he conducted services in Edinburgh, and from this grew the Gipsy Gospel
Wagon Mission, devoted to evangelis c work among his own people. He visited America for the third me in 1893. A er a ﬁve
months' revival in Glasgow in 1893-94, Smith went to Australia, preaching at Adelaide, Melbourne, and Sydney, a er which he
returned to England by way of the United States.
In 1895 he preached in London, Manchester, Edinburgh, as well as in many smaller ci es, and in 1896 paid his ﬁ h visit to
America, returning to England and conduc ng brief evangelis c campaigns un l 1897, when he became ﬁrst Missioner of the
Na onal Free Church Council. This posi on he s ll retains [in 1911], and in this capacity he has conducted revivals throughout
England, besides paying s ll another visit to the United States in 1907. Rodney Smith died in 1947.

Feedback, you can help to shape the talks that we have at our mee ngs.
Are there any subjects you would like to hear a talk on?
i.e First & second world war
Genealogy so ware?
How to research your family tree?
Local History?
ETC
Are there any speakers that you have listened too and would like to hear give another talk?
Please email Brian with any of your sugges ons for talks.

b.wilson00912@btinternet.com

On the Web
From the Lost Cousins Newsle er
When you have amassed a reasonable number of people into
your computer held family history programme there may be
small or large errors such as errors typing dates or duplicate
individuals. The most recent newsle er for lost cousins gives
links to the new site of Family tree Analyzer which is a useful
free programme to check your data. It does not alter or correct anything but just indicates where it ﬁnds non-standard
data.
h ps://www.lostcousins.com
Download the programme from h p:// analyzer.com/
Download the guides from h p:// analyzer.com/guides/

