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We at the North Staﬀordshire Family History Society are always looking for volunteers to help in any way
that you can whether it be in a large or small way.
We are looking for people who can transcribe index’s for the Staﬀordshire BMD’s project . Volunteers will
be provided with a copy of the register’s index and an excel spread sheet so that you can transcribe forenames, surnames, book and page numbers on to the spread sheet. This work can be done at home and
does not require any travel.
Please contact : Steve Stutcinskas

Steve.stutcinskas@sky.com
ALSO
Transcribing various documents. And index’s
Photographing of internal or external monuments within the local churches and churchyards. You may
already have photographs of your own rela ves headstones, why not email them to me to be added to
the data base we are crea ng.

robecarter@hotmail.com

Dates for
the diary
2017

2nd October
Research Evening

6th Novemeber
Steve Booth
Talk on Dukes & Duchesses of
Sutherland a er 1833 and
their local impact

4th December
Research
&
Social evening

On the Web
List of Europeans at the siege of Calcutta 1756
http://asi.nic.in/asibooks/9381.pdf
Add colour to black and white photos
www.snipca.com/25199
The free account gives 5000 credits a month, each credit equates to the number of
seconds it takes the software to colour the photograph
http://newspapers.library.wales
Welsh national library have digitized their newspapers and they are FREE to view

Staﬀordshire in the Great War Conference
The next event will be a joint conference with the Heritage Lo ery Fund in Newcastle-Under-Lyme on
Saturday 21st October..
Speakers will include :
Lev Wood – North Staﬀordshire Regiment
Elizabeth Blood – Commemora ng Passchendaele at the Na onal Memorial Arboretum
Dan Boys – New Zealand Riﬂe Brigade on Cannock Chase
There will be the opportunity to showcase and discuss your projects and to book in for a discussion with
Elise Turner of HLF.
More details nearer the me.
If you would like to book a free place please contact me.
Susan Dalloe
Great War Project Oﬃcer
Archives & Heritage
Staﬀordshire County Council
Shugborough
Milford
Staﬀord ST17 0XB
[www.staﬀordshiregreatwar.com]www.staﬀordshiregreatwar.com
[www.staﬀordshire.gov.uk/has]www.staﬀordshire.gov.uk/has
[www.staﬀspas rack.org.uk]www.staﬀspas rack.org.uk
Follow Staﬀs Great War on
Staﬀs Great War | Facebook
staﬀs great war (staﬀsgreatwar) on Twi er
Flickr: staﬀsgreatwar's Photostream

Behind the Scenes Tours will be led by Joanna Terry at 10:30, 12:00 and 1:30. Book a spot by emailing
Rachel.lake@staffordshire.gov.uk

Staﬀordshire History Centre project Stake Holder Workshop 17 July 2017. Dianne Shenton
I once again went to represent some of the views of members of the North Staﬀs Branch of BMSGH and Janet Kizz went for the
Burton Branch
The mee ng commenced with a summary of where the project has got to.
Reminder that the project is to merge Staﬀord Record Oﬃce, the William Salt Library (WSL) and Lichﬁeld Record Oﬃce with the
museums into one History Centre.
Lichﬁeld is to have an access point which is to be called a History Hub. This will be in the St. Mary Centre with work star ng in
Aug and will open approx. 2018.
A lot of work has now been done to create an ac vity plan. They wish to target people who do not currently use the Record
Oﬃces. They have had “engagement ac vi es” at both Leek and Burton to try to get feedback from younger people.
They have made contact with the Bremen Youth project. If like me you have never heard of it see h p://
www.staﬀscvys.org.uk/SCVYSpdfs/Bremen2017.pdf It is hoped that all the research from the last 50 years will be deposited in
the Record Oﬃce.
In addi on they have been consul ng with teachers to see what the history centre could oﬀer schools and more work on this
will occur next term
Architects have been appointed – Pringle, Richards,Sharra .
The Architects have looked at the WSL to iden fy original features and think they have iden ﬁed key features.
Plans etc can be seen on;h ps://www.staﬀordshire.gov.uk/leisure/archives/OurVision/Our-Vision-Background/Conserva on-Management-Plan.aspx
A business plan is being drawn up to make the plan viable. Currently the plan is to incorporate the ground ﬂoor of the WSL into
the History Centre but use the upper ﬂoors for other uses. They are looking at plans to derive an income to support the project.
They have been looking at the age demographics of poten al users.
Fundraising - £150,000 to be raised by the Record Oﬃce and £50, 000 by the Friends.
About 80% of the fundraising is needed before the ﬁnal bid applica on. So far they have applied to the Wolferson founda on
(– I think that is h p://www.wolfson.org.uk/about-us/ ) for funding an exhibi on space and to Close Duﬃeld (h p://
www.cloreduﬃeld.org.uk/) for funding for a learning space. Whilst another applica on has been made to the Welcome Founda on (h ps://wellcome.ac.uk/) to fund cataloguing the Asylum Records.

As all the proposed integrated places have their own iden
suitable Logo.

es they need to “brand” the new History centre and will design a

Legal work is con nuing to change the charitable status of the WSL which needs to be done before it can be integrated.
2 Project Staﬀ have been appointed 2 months ago - Rachel Lake and Hazel Thorogood who are doing much of the Admin work
They are tes ng the value of Heritage Open Days and had one in Alstonﬁeld and will have one in the William Salt Library.
Addi onal work is needed preparing the Collec ons for re-loca on.
They have a brief for digital work eg now have a new front end on the web site.
Then they are to plan Volunteer and Staﬀ Training and to create a maintenance and Management plan.
In October or November the Heritage Lo ery Fund will review the project and it needs to pass to go to Stage 2. If it passes the
target is for a Stage 2 submission in March 2018 and would get a verdict in the summer 2018. The centre could then open
2020-21.
The workshop then con nued with Tom Forrest and Kevin Bolton of Headland consultants.
Basically they wish to “connect people to connected stories”. Various groups are interested in History in its varied forms; the
ques on is how? The various groups and individuals using the record oﬃce have been called “Stakeholders” and the main
ques on was “how to build on stakeholders’ enthusiasm” and how to create Stakeholders of the future
It was felt that some sort of Network might be set up which could also provide a channel to na onal bodies eg Na onal
Archives. This has been done by Cornwall h p://www.cornwall.gov.uk/community-and-living/records-archives-and-cornishstudies/cornwall-record-oﬃce/cornish-archives-network
Con nued on next page

They are looking to enable people to access professional advice without going to Staﬀord.
Also to create a programme of Talks etc.
Provide support from the Archives for groups wishing to make applica ons for funding.
The Archives could possibly help groups by giving advice on how to engage new members eg younger people.
The Network should not tell groups what to do but build on mutual respect and value the iden ty of groups and individuals.
The Stakeholders were then asked to spend some me discussing this in smaller groups and give feedback a erwards. We
were asked a. would it work? b. what would we be looking for?etc. Most people felt it could work but would need a cocoordinator. My group pointed out the diﬀerences between areas in the Historic County. Wolverhampton etc used to be
Staﬀordshire and is very diﬀerent from Staﬀord, Leek, Cheadle, U oxeter or Burton who are all diﬀerent from each other. Other ideas were thrown out and more on this will be at the next mee ng. One ques on asked was “who would fund a network”
as most groups would only join if it was free. It would also be voluntary so groups need not join if they felt it would not beneﬁt
them.
The 2018-2012 bid will include request for funds to develop a network – website, newsle er, network mee ngs, Training and
development etc. Most people felt that groups would not wish to be a ending more and more commi ee mee ngs! From
2021 and beyond they would need to seek funding from some other sources. This may be from the proposed Development
Trust which is to be a charitable organisa on to promote the understanding and apprecia on of the History of the Historic
County of Staﬀordshire.
It must be:For the Public Beneﬁt
Independent
Have Trustees
Then it can be eligible for funding from other chari es.
It would be a means to provide ﬁnancial sustainability and support for the History Centre but for Extra ac vi es as the bulk of
the running costs will be provided by Staﬀordshire Borough Council
Finally the Architects produced 2 possible but fairly similar designs and ran through some of the problems they had to address.
They had to merge 2 diﬀerent height buildings into one. Then they needed to make it more appealing to users which means
making the current entry through the arch look less like a service road for deliveries and more like an entrance. They have to
make it user friendly for disabled users etc. The plans can be seen on the web site but are too big to include here.
They are trying to design what they call a passive building to reduce running costs for the future. This will mean a slightly higher build cost but lower running costs over the next 30 years or so incorpora ng ideas such as using much thicker walls so that
air-condi oning is not needed etc.
Ques ons were then addressed to the Architects. A er various ques ons about the ﬂow of the rooms and how they would be
used I noted that there did not seem to be anywhere to sit and have a coﬀee or your Lunch which many people consider important, a er all if you have travelled for an hour or more you need to maximise your me in the Record Oﬃce and not want
to walk into town looking for a café. The architects pointed to several places which they could use to provide this amenity.
Also many users can be unfamiliar with the Town.

What name shall it be
called

Vera Mary Brittain
29 December 1893 – 29 March 1970
Born in Newcastle-under-Lyme, Vera was the daughter of a well-to-do family who owned
paper mills in Hanley and Cheddleton, Thomas Arthur Bri ain (1864–1935) and his wife,
Edith Bervon Bri ain (1868–1948), and one brother. When she was 18 months old, her
family moved to Macclesﬁeld, Cheshire, and when she was 11 they moved again, to the
spa town of Buxton in Derbyshire. From the age of 13, she a ended boarding school at St
Monica's, Kingswood, Surrey where her aunt was the principal.
Overcoming her father's ini al objec ons, she studied English Literature at Somerville
College, Oxford, delaying her degree a er one year in the summer of 1915 to work as a Voluntary Aid Detachment (VAD) nurse
for much of the First World War, ini ally in Buxton and later in London, Malta and France. Her ﬁancé Roland Leighton, close
friends Victor Richardson and Geoﬀrey Thurlow, and her brother Edward Bri ain were all killed during the war. Their le ers to
each other are documented in the book Le ers from a Lost Genera on. In one le er Leighton speaks for his genera on of public
school volunteers when he writes that he feels the need to play an "ac ve part" in the war.
Returning to Oxford a er the war to read History, Vera found it diﬃcult to adjust to life in the post war genera on. She met
Winifred Holtby, and a close friendship developed, both aspiring to become established on the London literary scene. The bond
lasted un l Winifred’s death from renal failure in 1935. Other literary contemporaries at Somerville included Dorothy L. Sayers,
Hilda Reid, Margaret Kennedy, and Sylvia Thompson.
In 1925, Vera married George Catlin, a poli cal scien st (1896–1979).Their son, John Bri ain-Catlin (1927–1987), with whom
Vera had a diﬃcult rela onship, was an ar st, painter, businessman, and the author of the autobiography Family Quartet, which
appeared in 1987. Their daughter, born 1930, is the former Labour Cabinet Minister, now Liberal Democrat peer, Shirley
Williams.
Vera’s ﬁrst published novel, The Dark Tide (1923), created scandal as it caricatured dons at Oxford, especially at Somerville. In
1933 she published the work for which she became famous, Testament of Youth, followed by Testament of Friendship (1940)—
her tribute to and biography of Winifred Holtby—and Testament of Experience (1957), the con nua on of her own story, which
spanned the years between 1925 and 1950. Vera wrote from the heart, basing many of her novels on actual experiences and
actual people. In this regard, her novel Honourable Estate (1936) was autobiographical, dealing with Vera's failed friendship with
the novelist Phyllis Bentley, her roman c feelings for her American publisher George Bre Jr, and the death in ac on on the Italian Front in 1918 of her brother Edward. Vera’s diaries from 1913–17 were published in 1981 as Chronicle of Youth. Some cri cs
have argued that Testament of Youth diﬀers greatly from the literature Vera wrote during the war, sugges ng she is more in control of her memories when wri ng retrospec vely.
In the 1920s, she became a regular speaker on behalf of the League of Na ons Union, but in June 1936 she was invited to speak
at a peace rally in Dorchester, where she shared a pla orm with Dick Sheppard, George Lansbury, Laurence Housman, and Donald Soper. A erwards Sheppard invited her to join the Peace Pledge Union. Following six months' careful reﬂec on, she replied
in January 1937 to say she would. Later that year, Vera also joined the Anglican Paciﬁst Fellowship. Her newly found paciﬁsm
came to the fore during World War II, when she began the series of Le ers to Peace lovers.
She was a prac cal paciﬁst in the sense that she helped the war eﬀort by working as a ﬁre warden and by travelling around the
country raising funds for the Peace Pledge Union's food relief campaign. She was viliﬁed for speaking out against satura on
bombing of German ci es through her 1944 booklet Massacre by Bombing. In 1945, the Nazis' Black Book of nearly 3,000 people
to be immediately arrested in Britain a er a German invasion was shown to include her name.
From the 1930s onward, Vera was a regular contributor to the paciﬁst magazine Peace News. She eventually became a member
of the magazine's editorial board and during the 1950s and 1960s was "wri ng ar cles against apartheid and colonialism and in
favour of nuclear disarmament".
In November 1966, she suﬀered a fall in a badly lit London street while on the way to a speaking engagement. She fulﬁlled the
engagement, but a erwards found she had suﬀered a fractured le arm and broken li le ﬁnger of her right hand. These injuries
began a physical decline in which her mind became more confused and withdrawn.
Vera never fully got over the death in June 1918 of her beloved brother, Edward. She died in Wimbledon on 29 March 1970,
aged 76. Her will requested that her ashes be sca ered on Edward's grave on the Asiago Plateau in Italy – "...for nearly 50 years
much of my heart has been in that Italian village cemetery"— and her daughter honoured this request in September 1970.

