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We at the North Staﬀordshire Family History Society are always looking for volunteers to help in any way
that you can whether it be in a large or small way.
We are looking for people who can transcribe index’s for the Staﬀordshire BMD’s project . Volunteers will
be provided with a copy of the register’s index and an excel spread sheet so that you can transcribe forenames, surnames, book and page numbers on to the spread sheet. This work can be done at home and
does not require any travel.
Please contact : Steve Stutcinskas

Steve.stutcinskas@sky.com
ALSO
Transcribing various documents. And index’s
Photographing of internal or external monuments within the local churches and churchyards. You may
already have photographs of your own rela ves headstones, why not email them to me to be added to
the data base we are crea ng.

robecarter@hotmail.com

Dates for
the diary
2017

3rd July

August
NO
MEETING

Beryl Holt
Talk on Brocton prisoner of war camp
1917-1919.
®

Access to commandants diaries.

®

How the prisoners lived and
entertained themselves

®

4th September
Kath Reynolds
Talk on local history

Prisoner escapes..

On the Web
www.deceasedonline.com
www.findagrave.com
www.billiongraves.com
www.cwgc.org commonwealth war graves commission
www.british-history.ac.uk/no-series/cromwell-army-officers

Report on the Stakeholder’s Workshop held 16 May 2017 at St. Mary’s Centre, Lichﬁeld. D. Shenton
Various people from organisa ons met with Joanna Terry, Head of Archives and Heritage, Catherine Mann, Libraries and Arts Manager
and consultants from Headland Consultants who are helping with the applica on for a grant to build a new Staﬀordshire History Centre.
Overview.
There are currently 3 Record Oﬃces (Staﬀord, Stoke and Lichﬁeld) with the William Salt Library in Staﬀord and the outreach centre in
Burton on Trent.
To Recap the ﬁrst bid was turned down.
The 2nd bid was made a er using consultants and stakeholders. The consulta on of the Stakeholders etc resulted in the decision to
create one History Centre in Staﬀord and they got advice from architects before submi ng the bid.
At the end on May 2016 they were given a stage 1 grant of £330,000 to develop the bid to stage 2.
They are applying for a grant of £4 million and need to fundraise up to £150,000. They now have consultants to help and project staﬀ
together with mentors from the Na onal Lo ery fund.
The Archives from Lichﬁeld are to be moved to temporary storage in Staﬀord and an access point created at St. Mary’s Centre in
Lichﬁeld. This will have online and microﬁche items amongst others.
Joanna Terry reports that they are in discussion with Find My Past to digi se the Bishop’s Transcripts and Non-conformist records.
They now have an assessment from a design team which will be available at the end of June to build purpose built storage for the
archive.
They recognise the need to digi se key sources e.g. the Minton Archive and Fossa have three quarters of the funding needed to digi se
the Tithe maps.
An exhibi on area will be created in Staﬀord with rota ng exhibi ons and they will have touring exhibi ons round the county.
The me line for stage 2 - there should be a review with the Heritage Lo ery Fund in September and discussion on a go ahead for next
year. It will take un l 2021 for the centre to open at a predicted cost of £5.5 million.
St. Mary’s Centre, Market Square, Lichﬁeld.
Staﬀordshire Libraries have undergone a transforma on going from 43 libraries run by paid staﬀ to now having 23 run by communi es
using volunteers. Resul ng in the Libraries having 160 paid staﬀ and 807 volunteers.
Lichﬁeld Record Oﬃce / Library needs considerable work and it is a grade 2 listed building. The public space available in the current
library is greater than that needed and book issues decreased by 34% last year. They have a recording system which allows them to see
which books are borrowed and which just sit on the shelf so can reduce the stock by 30% but any book can be borrowed from other
libraries.
It is therefore decided that they will transfer the library to the ground ﬂoor of St. Mary’s which will be fully accessible and have ﬂexible
space. The Organ and choir stalls will remain. A performance space and History access point will be created on the ﬁrst ﬂoor.
Es mates are that it will save £100,000 per year so will pay for itself in 7 years. Regarding the Local Studies Collec on; they are working
with others so some items may be moved to other places or made available digitally.
There are no planned redundancies.
St. Mary’s will be deconsecrated and internal walls removed to expose the stained glass windows. There are plans for spaces to allow
people to use their own PCs and there will be tablets for the general public to consult. The building will be WiFi enabled and the
consultants will be on-site from June.
There will be training for Library Staﬀ to help with local studies and Tourist informa on which will all be in the same building.
There was a plea from the stakeholders that the boundary of “Lichﬁeld” was not too narrow as for example people live there and work
in Birmingham.
Re- Lichﬁeld Record Oﬃce.
All physical documents will be moved to Staﬀord and there will be a re-organisa on of all archive Staﬀ meaning that Lichﬁeld staﬀ may
move to Staﬀord.
They are crea ng a conserva on plan for both the buildings and archives at Staﬀord and proposing to create an organisa on to fund
raise.
Various ac vi es needed were discussed regarding how to a ract people into the archives.
This included the sugges on of a help desk at Lichﬁeld possibly with an archivist there one day per week, family history volunteers on
another day etc.
The consensus of feeling was that “marke ng” needed to be addressed and a review of how people might use the internet to spread
news such as facebook etc. A sugges on for Webinars was also made.

Sir Oliver Joseph Lodge
12 June 1851 – 22 August 1940
Oliver Lodge was born in 1851 at 'The Views' Penkhull and educated at Adams' Grammar
School, Newport, Shropshire. He was the eldest of eight sons and a daughter of Oliver
Lodge (1826–1884) – later a ball clay merchantat Wolstanton, Staﬀordshire – and his wife,
Grace, née Heath (1826–1879).
Lodge's siblings included Sir Richard Lodge (1855–1936), historian;
Eleanor Constance Lodge (1869–1936), historian and principal of Wes ield College, London;
Alfred Lodge (1854–1937), mathema cian.
In 1865, Lodge, at the age of 14, entered his father's business (Oliver Lodge & Son) as an agent for B. Fayle & Co selling Purbeck blue clay to the po eries, travelling as far as Scotland. He con nued to assist his father un l he reached
the age of 22. His father's wealth obtained from selling Purbeck ball clay enabled Lodge to a end physics lectures in
London and a end the local Wedgwood Ins tute.
Lodge obtained a Bachelor of Science degree from the University of London in 1875 and a Doctor of Science in 1877.
He was appointed professor of physics and mathema cs at University College, Liverpool in 1881. In 1900 Lodge
moved from Liverpool back to the Midlands and became the ﬁrst principal of the new Birmingham University, remaining there un l his re rement in 1919. He oversaw the start of the move of the university from Edmund Street in
the city centre to its present Edgbaston campus. Lodge was awarded the Rumford Medal of the Royal Society in 1898
and was knighted by King Edward VII in 1902. In 1928 he was made Freeman of his na ve city, Stoke-on-Trent.
Lodge married Mary Fanny Alexander Marshall at St George's Church, Newcastle-under-Lyme in 1877. They had
twelve children, six boys and six girls: Oliver William Foster (1878–1955), Francis Brodie (1880–1967), Alec (1881–
1938), Lionel (1883–1948), Noel (1885–1962), Violet (1888–1924), Raymond (1889–1915), Honor (1891–1979), Lorna
(1892–1987), Norah (1894–1990), Barbara (1896–1983), and Rosalynde (1896–1983). Four of his sons went into business using Lodge's inven ons. Brodie and Alec created the Lodge Plug Company, which manufactured sparking plugs
for cars and aeroplanes. Lionel and Noel founded a company that produced an electrosta c device for cleaning factory and smelter smoke in 1913, called the Lodge Fume Deposit Company Limited (changed in 1919 to Lodge Fume
Company Limited and in 1922, through agreement with the Interna onal Precipita on Corpora on of California, to
Lodge Co rell Ltd). Oliver, the eldest son, became a poet and author.
A er his re rement in 1920, Lodge and his wife se led in Normanton House, near Lake in Wiltshire, just a few miles
from Stonehenge. Lodge and his wife are buried at the local parish church, St. Michael's, Wilsford cum Lake
(Salisbury) . Their eldest son Oliver and eldest daughter Violet are buried at the same church.

HUXLEY UPDATE
In the last E-newsle er we asked if you could help Stephen Huxley. Who was looking for photos of
Goose Street, Newcastle which is now Morrisons car park. Were his gg grandparents, John and
Ann Huxley lived at number 21 with their children Mary Ann, Sarah Alice, Samuel
Stephen contacted Newcastle-under-Lyme Museum were they kindly emailed him two photos of
houses taken in Goose street.
If you can help please email Stephen on: cactus_jack666@hotmail.com

Goose Street

Samuel and Jane Huxley

Samuel and Jane Huxley’s
graves

Cite Your Sources
Keep a record of where you obtained informa on. This is crucial. Time is wasted if you need to review or check something
and you have no idea of where the data or record was originally located.
The Importance of the Original
Finding an entry in a transcrip on or a published extract is exci ng and you feel content. This entry is not suﬃcient.
Transcribers do make mistakes and published extracts can leave out signiﬁcant clues. And genealogists need all the clues
they can get!
People Married More than Once
An ancestor's marriage a er the death of a spouse may have changed the family signiﬁcantly. It may also be the reason for
your brick wall. Children may not get along with a step-parent and may leave the household. If a widowed mother re
marries, her resul ng name change and the poten al last name changes of her children may cause addi onal confusion. If
a widowed mother and her children "disappear" consider the possibility that she remarried instead of moving across
country.
We Can Always Learn
Methodology is important: Take advantage of your own learning style to increase your research exper se. No one has as
much mo va on to learn about your ancestry as you.
Rela ves Are Everywhere
Many ancestors lived within a few miles of another rela ve or migrated to a loca on where a cousin or more distant family
member lived. Pay a en on to the names of an ancestor's associates during his ﬁrst years in a new area. This is the me
when he is less likely to know his new neighbours and more likely to rely on people he knew before.
Time Has Passed
It may have been years since that document was recorded. What has happened since that moment when the ques on was
asked, "What was her maiden name?" The informant may have thought about it for a split second and remembered the
name to the best of their ability. Veriﬁca on was not required. The informant then said the name and may have pronounced it the way they thought it should be pronounced. A clerk then heard the name and mentally thought of how it
should be spelled based upon his own educa on and experience. The clerk then wrote the name on the record in his own
handwri ng. He could easily have made an error. And the record s ll has not made its way to you. The paper may have
deteriorated over me. The ink may have blurred or faded. The microﬁlming or photocopying might have been has ly
done. And now you are looking at that name on that record. Is there a chance for an error or a misinterpreta on? You
betcha!
It Might Not Be a Mistake
There were mes when I thought something on a record had to be wrong. A er all, if it conﬂicted with my informa on, it
had to be incorrect. I learned a long me ago to stop jumping to ini al conclusions and compare each fact with previously
located informa on. Maybe the record is wrong. Maybe I am wrong. Or maybe there is something I do not know about the
records, the law, the me period, or the culture.
The Importance of Loca on
Knowing the residence of your ancestors as precisely as possible is key to loca ng them in records and determining if the
correct person has actually been located. Loca on is important for rural and urban ancestors. When I originally began researching my wife's ancestors I neglected to obtain informa on on their speciﬁc residen al address. Addresses were never
a problem with my rural ancestors so I ini ally did not bother. I learned that tracking every residence was extremely
important. Never neglect asking for former addresses or at least an area when interviewing older family members.
The Living
Most of us ask ques ons of older rela ves when we begin our genealogical research. As we venture into libraries, archives,
online databases, cemeteries and other data rich loca ons, it can be easy to forget that a signiﬁcant amount of informa on
can s ll be obtained from the living, long a er we have started our search. In fact, a er we have done some research, we
o en have more ques ons we need to ask the person we originally interviewed. It is always worth regularly revisi ng
those living sources to see if they can answer your new ques ons or if they have remembered something they forgot to tell
you on previous occasions.

Life Was Diﬀerent
Widows with small children o en marry again quite quickly and likely see a quick marriage as a way to support their
children.
Siblings Are Important
Hours of research can be saved by spending me on your ancestor's siblings. If records on your ancestor seem nonexistent, perhaps a record on their brother or sister will be more informa ve. If a search does not locate an ancestor,
perhaps looking for a sibling will be the key to ﬁnding the en re family. Our ancestors spent a signiﬁcant part of their life
with their siblings. We should spend some of our research me on them.
There Are Few Absolutes
For virtually every rule in genealogy, there is an excep on. There will be individuals who do not follow society norms, who
leave li le paper trail, and who move where they know no one. Those ancestors who break all the rules are the ones who
build the strongest brick walls.

1 July 1837 - Introduc on of General Civil Registra on of Births, Marriages and Deaths in England and Wales
Births

∑

Pre-1875 - an es mated 6 to 10% of births NOT registered

∑

1875 more rigorous enforcement of compulsory registra on

∑

September quarter 1837 to June quarter 1911 -- only ﬁrst two full forenames, subsequent ini als, registra on district
and reference number
September quarter 1911 to present -- only ﬁrst forename, subsequent ini als, registra on district and number but also
includes mother's maiden surname.
Marriages

∑

September quarter 1837 to December quarter 1911 -- only ﬁrst two full forenames, subsequent ini als, registra on
district and ref number

∑

March quarter 1912 to September quarter 1962 -- if female was previously married, index shows maiden name and
married name
March quarter 1912 to present day -- surname of spouse added
Deaths

∑

1875 enforcement of compulsory registra on

∑

September quarter 1837 to June quarter 1911 -- only ﬁrst two full forenames, subsequent ini als, registra on district
and reference number

∑

September quarter 1911 onwards - only ﬁrst forename, subsequent ini als, registra on district and number

∑

September quarter 1837 to December quarter 1865 -- no age given

∑

March quarter 1866 to March quarter 1969 -- age at death given

∑

June quarter 1969 to present -- exact date of birth given

